
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MARCH 30, 2015 

 

The Work Session of March 30, 2015 was called to order at 6:93 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, the Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Open Public Comment period was announced by the Administrator.  There were no 

comments made. 

 

Burt Cossaboon and Valdur Kaselaan, both from the Environmental 

Commission/Sustainable Haddonfield group immediately joined the meeting to discuss 

the inclusion of a parklet during the Earth Day event downtown.  Mr. Cossaboon 

reviewed the details of the parklet, specifically noting that the owner of Knolltop Nursery 

has agreed to provide the materials, and to get everything set up with the help of HMHS 

Environmental Club students.  He sees this as a civic space and an extension of the 

sidewalk for people to gather on.  The parking spaces to be used are two spaces before 

the bump out on Kings Highway heading towards Haddon Avenue.  The process for this 

parklet would be to set up on Friday, use on Saturday and removal would be done the 

following Sunday and Monday.  The Administrator expressed concerns on how long this 

would be used.  Additionally, if agreed to, the Commissioners would also want signage 

explaining what a parklet is.  Mr. Kaselaan explained that it would be best to have this 

event in the downtown because the logistics for Crows woods in providing food and 

music were just a little too stretched.  Mr. Cossaboon also pointed out that this would 

bring more people downtown.  Mr. Kaselaan also explained that there would only be 

access to the parklet from the sidewalk, not the street.  Additionally, all of the materials 

are rustic in nature, i.e. plants in burlap bags and grass.  Commissioner Rochford asked 

what would need to be done to approve something like this.  It was agreed that a 

resolution detailing the use would be approved at the next Commissioner Meeting.  It 

was also agreed that Mr. Cossaboon would create a press release to be reviewed by the 

Administrator.  Mr. Cossaboon and Mr. Kaselaan left the meeting at 6:51 p.m. 

  

Mayor Kasko made a motion to go into closed session at 6:52 p.m. to conduct an 

interview for a Zoning Board (ZB) vacancy and to discuss Council on Affordable Housing 

(COAH) and the purchase of Bancroft.  Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, 

which was then approved unanimously. 

  

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:55 p.m. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed various appointments.  It was agreed to move the 

Zoning Board (ZB) Alternate appointees up to fill vacancies at the second May meeting.  

Additionally, it was agreed to add the appointment for the Deputy Registrar to the May 

14th meeting.  The Commissioners were advised that the Clerk was still waiting for 

attendance sheets from various boards.  

 

The Borough Solicitor advised, as the request of the Mayor, on the history of requiring 

homeowners to clear their sidewalks of snow within the Borough.  He noted that many 

years ago there was such a requirement, but this set up a liability to the homeowner in 



 

 

the courts.  Although, commercial properties are still required to be cleared.  Mayor Kasko 

pointed out that surrounding towns do require homeowners to clear their sidewalks.  It 

was noted that this is a policy decision for the Commissioners to make.  The Mayor then 

noted that he has received complaints from a resident who was injured and had to go 

to the hospital because of falling on an uncleared sidewalk.  Commissioner Rochford 

asked the Clerk to obtain copies of ordinances from surrounding towns that do require 

the clearing of sidewalks and find out who is required to enforce this and whether or not 

there are any issues.  The Commissioners agreed to discuss this further once that 

information had been obtained.  

 

The April 14th meeting agenda was reviewed.  It was agreed to move the budget 

introduction, as well as the salary ordinances, to the April 28th agenda.  The 

Commissioners also approved adding the advertisement of bids for painting at both the 

“little house” and Mabel Kay Senior Center. 

 

The Mayor advised that there were no new items to report from Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC (PfH). 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the Capital Plan with the Commissioners.  Items 

specifically mentioned was the required fire suppression system for Borough Hall, as well 

as painting and other projects in the Police Department, and painting of the “little house” 

and Mabel Kay Senior Center.  Requests for a new leafer, chipper and recycling truck for 

Public Works were also reviewed.  For the painting at the Mabel Kay Senior Center, the 

Commissioners agreed to go back to the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

office to see if we could use next year’s grant cycle money for that work.  Therefore, it 

was agreed to take this resolution off of the April 14th agenda.  The Commissioners also 

agreed to replace a portion of the holiday wreaths.  For the Police Department Capital 

budget the Commissioners agreed to purchase three new cameras for police vehicles.  

After some discussion it was agreed to hold off of their request for a new message board.  

The Library’s request for a bicycle rack was agreed to.   

Once the Commissioners began discussions on the 2016 Road Program at 9:50 p.m. the 

Borough Solicitor left the meeting. 

 

Bother the 2016 and the 2015 Road Programs were briefly discussed.  It was noted that 

the plan is to spend $1.5 million for each year.  The Administrator then reviewed the 

County plan for Grove Street work.  She noted that the County is working on obtaining 

funding from federal government and once that has been determined the County will 

go out to bid.  Therefore, it is possible this will not be done before the summer.  

Commissioner Moscatelli then asked for the status of the work to be done on Mount 

Vernon Avenue.  The Administrator advised that she is still working on getting a date for 

that project. 

 

Mayor Kasko announced that he would like to schedule a budget forum meeting for the 

public.  This can be done sometime in early May. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if we are having to pull $100,000 from the proceeds of 

the sale of the utility, shouldn’t that really be done by an increase in taxes?  Mayor Kasko 



 

 

replied that he would have to think about that.  This lead to a very brief discussion on 

various ways to use the proceeds from the sale of the utility. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:18 p.m., which 

was approved by Mayor Kasko.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously on the 

motion. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 


